
COUNCIL 

 
17th November 2020 

 
Present:  
 

The Mayor, Councillor Jo Hodges, in the 
Chair 

  
Councillors Agar, Allcott, Altaf, A. Amos, 

B. Amos, Barnes, Bayliss, Berry, Biggs, 
Bisset, Cawthorne, Collins, Cronin, 
Denham, Ditta, Geraghty, Gregson, 

Griffiths, Hassan, Mrs L. Hodgson, 
S. Hodgson, Johnson, Lamb, Laurenson, 

Mackay, Mitchell, Riaz, Roberts, Squires, 
Stafford, Stalker, Stanley, Stephen and 
Udall 

 
Prior to the Council meeting, which was held remotely, all Members of the Council 

and other persons present observed a minute’s silence to commemorate the life of 
Cecil Duckworth CBE, who had recently passed away. 

 

The Mayor’s Chaplain, the Reverend Sarah Northall, 
offered prayers before commencement of the formal business of the Council. 

 
48 Apologies for Absence  

 

None. 
 

49 Declarations of Interest  
 

50 Minutes  

 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 30th 

September 2020 be approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Mayor. 
 

51 Mayor's Communications  
 

Mr Cecil Duckworth CBE 
The Mayor paid tribute to the late Cecil Duckworth CBE, an honorary Freeman of 

Worcester, who had recently died. She highlighted his success as a local 
businessman, his charity work and his involvement with local sport. The Mayor 
expressed sincere condolences to all his family and friends on behalf of the 

Council. 
 

Jonathan Barry 
The Mayor paid tribute to the former Worcester News picture editor Jonathan 
Barry, who had also died recently. Mr Barry had worked with many past Mayors of 

Worcester. 
 

Remembrance Day 
The Mayor thanked everyone for following lockdown guidance and observing 
Remembrance Day in their own homes. She had visited the grave of the Reverend 

Studdert Kennedy at St. John’s Cemetery later in the day to place a wreath, and 
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had observed two minutes’ silence on Armistice Day standing in the Guildhall 

forecourt. 
  

Talk to Me Worcester 
The Mayor highlighted the work of Talk to Me Worcester, and explained that their 
2021 campaign would be launched early in the new year. 

 
Worcester Life Stories 

The Mayor commented on this collaborative project between the Council and 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire Health and Care NHS Trust, bringing together 
archived heritage, digital technology and community events to promote public 

health and wellbeing.  
 

Councillor Louise Griffiths 
On behalf of the Council, the Mayor congratulated Councillor Griffiths and her 
partner on the recent birth of their son, Oscar. 

 
52 Public Participation  

 
None. 
 

53 Questions  
 

Question No. 1 

Question From: Councillor Jenny Barnes   

Question To: Councillor James Stanley, Chair of Communities 
Committee  

Question: Worcester Arts Council has been receiving a grant of about 
£3,500 a year from Worcester City Council. The City Council 
has now ceased making this grant, because the way it awards 

grants to organisations has changed. Under the new 
Community Grants process Worcester Arts Council does not 
fit the criteria for being awarded a grant. This means that 

WAC can no longer hand out small grants to arts 
organisations and individual artists and arts practitioners in 

the City, its main activity, and one that has benefitted a great 
many city residents over the years. Those small arts 
organisations can now apply directly to the Community 

Grants Panel. Can the Chair of Communities Committee 
explain how it will be assured that small arts organisations 

and individuals in the city will be supported in the future to 
the same extent as they were in the past by Worcester Arts 
Council? 

Answer: To provide just a little context, the Communities Committee 
approved a revised protocol for the administration of grants 
during early 2019 following a Members’ Task and Finish 

Group, recommending a number of changes. A further report 
was received by the Communities Committee in March 2020, 

recommending some revisions to the process, and these were 
approved.  
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To support the delivery of the City Plan, the Council now has 

small and medium grant pots to support organisations directly 
benefitting our communities. Two of the key elements within 

our City Plan are Stronger & Connected Communities, and A 
Heritage City for the 21st Century, and these areas of the 
City Plan offer an opportunity to small arts organisations to 

apply for grant funding. Councillor Barnes also introduced the 
example of Worcester Arts Council, which is an ongoing 

conversation I and Councillor Lynn Denham will be talking 
about together. 
 

There is no sense whatsoever that we want to exclude any 
organisation from applying for grant funding, quite the 

contrary they are welcome to do so and indeed will be 
encouraged to do so. 
 

Supplementary 

Question: 

Can the Chair of Communities Committee give an assurance 

that the Communities Committee will consider at a future 
committee meeting how it can support arts organisations like 
Worcester Arts Council in the future, and what the ongoing 

relationship between Worcester City Council and Worcester 
Arts Council should be? 

 

Answer: I’m happy to have that conversation at Communities 

Committee, we can expand the remit of essentially what we 
have agreed upon. I think there is no appetite to unpick it 

piece by piece, but I’m sure that Members from across the 
table will be happy to discuss the concerns that you are 
relaying. 

 

 

Question No. 2 

Question From: Councillor Jabba Riaz  

Question To: Councillor James Stanley, Chair of Communities 
Committee  

Question: Given that there is a disproportionate impact on BAME 
communities during this devastating Pandemic, what has the 
Council done to engage with this community who has it 

consulted and what strategy and help has it offered to these 
communities? 

Answer: At a local level the response to the COVID-19 Pandemic – 
again this is context driven to the first part of the answer - is 

being led by the County Council and their Pubic Health Team. 
City Council Officers and Members are standing attendees at 
the groups that are meeting both locally and regionally in 

respect of response and recovery, including a specific 
communications cell. 

 
Early on in the Pandemic it was highlighted that BAME 
communities were at higher risk and therefore it is 

acknowledged that communicating with this community was 
and remains critically important. 
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Members will be aware of the National Strategy designed to 
protect all communities including the Government writing to 

everyone regardless identified as medically extremely 
vulnerable, making them aware of the need to self-isolate and 
the local and national support mechanisms that are in place 

to help. 
 

The Communities Committee approved a Community 
Recovery Strategy in July and this included 9 priority areas 
for attention, two of these being Community Engagement and 

Shielding Vulnerable People. This strategy will focus on all 
areas of our City and all communities where need has been 

identified. 
 
More locally, over the Summer a range of community 

influencers were identified and contacted in anticipation of a 
second wave. This group included representatives from within 

our BAME communities, such as the Afro-Caribbean Society, 
Worcester Mosques and the Nigerian Facebook Group. Many 
of these contacts have been developed as result of the 

forthcoming Worcester campaign that you, Madam Mayor, 
alluded to some moments ago in your account. 

 
Similarly, our Youth Detached Team has continued to operate 

throughout the Pandemic, focusing on areas where young 
people gather. This work has focused on all communities 
including BAME. 

 
In addition, further opportunities to work with BAME 

communities such as the working group for Black History 
Month, currently a celebration of Worcester’s Black Heritage, 
will enable us to embed these relationships in our city life. 

 
Members will also be aware that the Council works closely 

with our Mosques and this will bring additional positive 
outcomes.  
 

The City Council is determined to continue to seek out 
opportunities and will work proactively with County Council 

colleagues to enhance this area of communication.   
 

Supplementary 
Question: 

Can I thank the Member for his really comprehensive reply, 
it’s clear to me that there is a strategy and that the City 

Council is taking it as seriously as it says on the tin, but it’s 
the execution of that strategy that is a worry. We know the 
reports that have come through regarding the 

disproportionate effect regarding this. But, as of today, I’ve 
only had one phone call - and that’s only been recently - from 

officers, saying actually our network isn’t big enough, we 
need to expand to get that message out into our 
communities. And I’m not just talking about communities in 

Cathedral, but those in Arboretum, those in Warndon, those 
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in Tolladine, and especially the Christian Maliali, who are on 

the front line, serving in the NHS, putting their lives at risk to 
serve this city. So, really James, it’s about how can we 

execute this strategy quicker and get out on the ground 
quicker? That’s what seems to be the issue here, and I’m 
quite willing to work with you to in order to get that strategy 

out. Let’s form those strong bonds and those strong links so 
that we can actually deliver what we say we’re going to 

deliver. 
 

Answer: I am perfectly prepared to work with all colleagues - 
Councillor Riaz and all colleagues from across the political 

spectrum in the Council - to get the best possible outcomes 
we can for all communities within the city of Worcester. 
 

Can I ask specifically that, should Members feel that there are 
people within their own communities, within their own areas, 

that they can help in this regard, they contact the Director of 
Homes and Communities, or alternatively myself, to begin the 
process of, where there are weaknesses in our strategy, we 

can make them stronger. But in essence let’s all work 
together, we are stronger as a collective unit. 

 

 

54 Notice of Motion  
 

None. 
 

55 Report From The Relevant Committee On Matters Which Are Referred To 

Council For Decision  
 

The Council considered the following reports from the Relevant Committee on 
matters which are referred to Council for decision. 
 

56 Referral Report from Environment Committee 27th October 2020 - 
Environmental Sustainability Strategy for the City of Worcester 2020-

2030  
 
The Council considered a report from the Chair of the Environment Committee. 

 
The report explained that the Committee had considered the Environmental 

Sustainability Strategy for the City of Worcester 2020-2030 at its meeting on 27th 
October 2020. 
 

The Committee noted the feedback from the consultation on the draft 
Environmental Strategy, approved in January 2020, endorsed the updated 

strategy and agreed to recommend it to full Council for adoption. 
 

The Strategy, if adopted, would become one of the Council’s overarching policies 
as it impacts on all aspects of the Council’s functions.  
 

It was proposed by Councillor Squires and seconded by Councillor Stafford and on 
being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed and 
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RESOLVED: That the Council agree to adopt the Environmental 
Sustainability Strategy for the City of Worcester 2020-2030. 

 
57 Referral Report from Income Generation Sub-Committee, 5th November 

2020 - Proposed Fees And Charges For 2021 - Freedom Leisure Contract  

 
The Council considered a report from the Chair of the Income Generation Sub-

Committee. 
 
The report explained that, at the meeting on 5th November 2020, the Sub-

Committee considered the proposed Fees and Charges submitted by Freedom 
Leisure for the period 1st January 2021 to 31st December 2021 inclusive. 

 
The Sub-Committee agreed to recommend to Council the approval of the Fees and 
Charges as submitted by Freedom Leisure. The full Fees and Charges for 2021 

were set out in the Appendix to the Committee report. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Riaz and seconded by Councillor Mackay and on 
being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed and 
 

RESOLVED: That the Council approve the Fees and Charges submitted by 
Freedom Leisure for 2021 (covering the period 1st January 2021 to 31st 

December 2021 inclusive). 
 

58 Referral Report From Environment Committee 27th October 2020 - 
Astwood Cemetery Drainage Options  
 

The Council considered a report from the Chair of the Environment Committee. 
 

The report explained that, at the meeting on 27th October 2020, the Committee 
considered a report on the Astwood Drainage Options for Astwood Cemetery. 
 

The Committee noted the professional advice provided to the Council and the 
views of the family representatives in relation to the options for drainage works 

within the Muslim Burial Area and authorised the Director - Home and 
Communities to procure the works necessary to implement both the drainage 
improvement and the memorial garden works. The Committee agreed to 

recommend to Council the approval of the capital and revenue budget for the 
works outlined.  

 
It was proposed by Councillor Squires and seconded by Councillor Stafford and on 
being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed and 

 
RESOLVED: That the Council approve the capital and revenue budget 

provision for both the drainage improvements works, and the memorial 
garden works outlined in section 7.1 of the Committee report. 
 

59 Report from the Leader of the Council on any matters which he is of the 
opinion require urgent consideration by The Council  

 
None. 
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60 Any Exempt Issues  

 
None. 

 
 
 

Duration of the meeting: 7.00p.m. – 8.04p.m. 
 

 
 
 

Chair at the meeting on 
23rd February 2021 


